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Madrid, New Mexico 



MADRID MINING LANDSCAPE OCTOBER, 2011 WWW.MADRIDMININGLANDSCAPE.ORG 

Village Map 

Gob Piles 

New Mexico 14 

Historic District Boundary 

Village Center 

Madrid Gulch 

County Village Boundary  



MADRID MINING LANDSCAPE OCTOBER, 2011 WWW.MADRIDMININGLANDSCAPE.ORG 

AML Timeline 

 

1980s ïClosure of adits, asbestos removal, 

Water tank hazards, removal of the 

anthracite breaker 

 

1990- AML continues to address subsidence 

drainage and the closure of adits 

 

2000- Drainage, erosion results in AML 

reclamation activities in Madrid.  AML adopts 

the policy to address problems at the request 

of land owners. 

 

2009-  Having addressed the significant 

hazards to public safety, AML initiates the 

Madrid Mining Landscape Project to 

holistically address historic mining issues in 

Madrid. 

 

 

  

AMLôs history of work in Madrid focused on abatement 

of extreme hazards such as subsidence, closure of 

open adits and shafts and complications in drainage.  

 

Successes include: 

 

ÅClosure of adits and shafts that pose imminent hazards 

and the preservation of bat habitat 

 

ÅMitigation of subsidence with fill materials 

 

ÅRemoval of hazardous mining structures 

 

ÅReclamation of gob piles to reduce erosion 

 

ÅProjects in Madrid average one every three years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AML Program History in Madrid, NM 
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Project tasks:  
ωTask 1: Documentation 
ωTask 2:  Conduct the planning process 
and development of the community plan 
ωTask 3:  Produce report 

The Project Purpose and  Tasks 

 

Project Purpose 
 

Address the mineral mining issues in Madrid 
holistically, by developing a community-based 
plan that addresses the historic impact and 
secondary effects of past mineral mining and 
processing practices. 
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Historical Context 
The History of Mining in Madrid, NM 

 

1400ôs ïPueblo tribes mine turquoise in and around the 

Madrid region 

 

1591- Spanish explorers discover the turquoise and gold 

near Madrid  

 

1830- the Madrid area is locally mined for coal. 

 

1892-  a narrow gauge rail line was run to ñCoal Gulchò, 

later named Madrid, NM, from the Rio Grande.  The 

construction of the rail line constricts the gulch. 

 

1899- Madrid flourishes as a ñcompany townò with a 

population of 2500 people. 
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Historical Context (cont.) 
1920- Coal production peaks under the ownership and 

management of Oscar Huber 

 

1930ôs-  the Army Corp of Engineers channelizes the 

Arroyo 

 

1954-  Recognizing the demise of coal, Owner Oscar 

Huber puts the entire town up for sale- cost $250,000.  

There are no buyers. 

 

1960- Mining comes to an end 

 

1975- the town site is subdivided and sold 
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Setting 

Madrid is a community which values personal independence that 

is in transition.  

 

Madrid is an unincorporated community which relies a network of 

civic groups.   

 

Property values have risen due to Madridôs proximity to Santa Fe 

thus subjecting civic groups to secure more resources, and 

straining social relationships. 

 

Madrid is a welcoming community of artisans and well-educated 

individuals who love visitors- to leave their money and leave town. 
 

 



MADRID MINING LANDSCAPE OCTOBER, 2011 WWW.MADRIDMININGLANDSCAPE.ORG 

Planning Challenges 

 

Community Property vs. Private Property 

Action 
 

ñHow can we design a genuinely community-

based plan about the mining landscape when 

nearly all projects must be implemented on 

private land? 
 

Community Agreement vs. Independent-

Minded Unincorporated Community  
 

ñHow can we create a genuine consensus on 

a plan in a community that value independent 

opinions and has no official governing body?  



MADRID MINING LANDSCAPE OCTOBER, 2011 WWW.MADRIDMININGLANDSCAPE.ORG 

Task 1 - Key Issues and Concerns 

Å Poor water quality 
Å Tenuous water supply 
Å Excessive erosion and sedimentation 
Å Flooding from storm water runoff 
Å Concerns about moving the gob piles 
Å Unanswered environmental questions 

o Fugitive Dust  
o Chemical composition of Gob 
o Methane 

Å Concerns that AML project(s) address substantive 
quality of life issues 
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View Shed Analysis 
 

Historic District Considerations 
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Environmental Findings 
 
ω    Rapid accumulation of storm water.   
 
ω    Madrid Gulch degradation 
 
ω    Gob piles are chemically benign 
 
ω    Gob piles are difficult to revegetate 
 
ω    Fugitive dust 
 
ω   Unlikely connection between past mining practices and current water issues 
 

Community Findings 
 
ω    Civic groups provide Madrid a loose but effective governance structure 
 
ω    The civic groups may take a leadership role in implementing community projects 
 
ω    The County may be an important partner for project implementation and maintenance 

Findings 


