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The small town of Artesia, New Mexico is undergoing a renaissance
as a result of the Artesia Mainstreet organization’s community spirit,
pride and initiative. The Artesia Gates project builds on Artesia’s effort
to reconstruct their main street and bring new economic opportunity to
R downtown.
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The design committee of Artesia Main Street wanted to increase visibility
of their city by welcoming travelers on Interstate 285 to their town and
s by connecting their downtown to the economic vitality of 1-285. This
connection fo the traveler needed to be something more than a traditional
gateway. A signature piece, whose scale rivaled the surrounding industrial
landscape surroundings, was necessary. The gateway needed to serve

as a welcome to the traveler and embody Artesia’s past and future.
Design Context and the Expression of Local Characteristics

The core idea expresses the different strata of the community. Depending
on your perspective, the strata can be subject to multiple interpretations,
such as:

® Layers of sun, sky, air, plants and soil

* Layers of community talent and structure

* Deposits of the economy and its resources

* Layers of Artesian history

* Real geological layers

* Real natural resources- Artesian wells, oil and gas, or rich topsoil

The gateway structures respond to the hard-working community of Artesia
by memorializing its environment and its resources. The symbol can
either be interpreted very literally, metaphorically, or as an abstraction of
elements. The Artesia gate design steps out of the traditional medium of a
gateway and reflects the future vision of a changing community. As such,
the symbol expresses the industry and foresight of Artesia’s citizens.

Location: Artesia, NM.
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